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Both Philosophy and science deal with the world of our experience and are based on
the facts of our experience. Both seek to explain them by discovering their connections, their
unity and harmony in the facts of our experience. Sciences deal with sections of the world,
while philosophy deals with the whole world. Sciences seek to analyse the facts of our

experience in particular departments, whereas philosophy seeks to hdrmonise all factsof *
| €xperience in different departments of the world.

_ Ifscience is a step beyond common experience, philosophy is a step beyond science.
Science organizes the particular truths of our common experience; philosophy organizes the
general truths of science. It is the task of philosophy to analyse these truths and reduce them

i toasystem. In other words, science supplies the data on which philosophy works. Many

outstanding philosophers have made significant contributions to science. For example, Leibniz
shared in the discovery of differential calculus. Similarly the contributions made by Alfred

| North Whitehead and Bertrand Russell to mathematical theory are well known. Both philosophy
| andscience takes up the method of reflective thinking to give an account of the world. Their

attitude js critical, open-minded and both of them exhibit an impartial concern and passion for
truth, '

. Science isan interpretation of common experience. Philosophy is speculative and
Critical. It is the conscious reflection of the world as a whole, particularly as to its meaning,
Purpose and value, It is said to be critical in the sense that it is an examination of the popular

| Scientific concepts. Science accepts the reality of matter, energy; time, space causality and

explfu‘ns particular facts in the light of these fundamental assumptions. But philosophy takes
Rothing for granted, ‘

Science takes a quantitative view of the world. But Philosophy is not satisfied with
Sucha view, Philosophy makes & conscious and rational reflection upon the world with the
Purpose of giving a qualitative account of the world. Philosophy is inclusive rather than exclusive



as itattempts to include in its body of knowledge what is common to all fields and to humani

are many areas into which science would never venture. Such areas are areas of religious
commitment, devotion, and worship, the values, ends and purposes of life, beauty, arts an 1
literature, alife-view and a world-view that integrate man’s knowledge and insights—all these
are areas with which the scientist, as scientist, is not concerned. Philosophy, because of its!

very nature, seeks to analyse, explain and understand the findings of the sciences and evaluate%;
and accept the claims of religion, ethics and the arts, 1

Though philosophy and science differ in certain respects, they are interdependent on
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their work ]
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‘often comes under criticism. Scientists become agitated when they are charged with lack of
| concem for their fellowmen or referred to as “destroyers of life.”

The common aim of science and philosophy is to seek unity amidst diversity of facts.
Both seek to give a systemic and organised view of things. However, philosophy goesa step
ahead in the sense that it seeks to give a comprehensive and wholesome view of things. In
fact, Cunningham means this when he says: * In passing from science to philosophy, as in
passing from common-sense to the sciences, we are not entering upon a wholly new and
untouched territory; on the contrary we are still dealing with the same environment and are
only pressing on in our efforts to comprehend its meaning.”

Science and scientific advancement has important implications for philosophy, religion
and society in general. New issues and problems are constantly arising in the realm of human
values. The question that often comes to our mind is— is science free or under pressure orin
chains?" To bring out the best in a scientist, he must have a large amount of freedom, a
congenial work atmosphere, a sense of moral responsibility, a sense of importance of his

task, and a dedication to truth and human development. [
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