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(ROISOM) GOSWAM

An Epic Life Scaling New Heights

renowned figure in the literary scene of Assam,
Alay India, is Dr Indira Goswami, popularly
nown as Mamoni Roisom Goswami. She was

born in to an illustrious family of the Amranga Satra in
1942. Her parents wecre Uma Kanta Goswami and
Ambika Devi, both exceptional people in their own way.
While her father was an academician and bureaucrat,
her mother was a liberal woman who never prevented
the young '‘Mamoni' from living her life in her own

terms.
Her carefree childhood was spent berween two

beautiful places of Amranga and Shillong. She was
educated in a missionary school in Shillong and the
beauty of the place overwhelmed her. But she was also
acutely aware of the pains and misery of the poor and
the deprived. She grew to love all living beings, man or
animal.

After her matriculation, she joined Handique Girls’
College (Intermediate) but graduated from Cotton
College. Her affair with the pen started very early in
life and most of her writings deal with the sufferings of
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through her works such as Tez Aru Dhulire Dhukharita Pristha and Dostabezar Herua
Pristha in which she has crossed the generic boundaries among personal history, fiction,
biography and autobiography.

Presently Dr Goswami is working on her dream project of opening a hospital for the
poor and the downtrodden in a rural area of Assam. She has also recently researched and
written a novel Theng Fakbri Tabsildarar Tamor Tarwal (2010) on a Bodo woman, Thenka
Tenor, a subject which has so far remained marginalized in the official history of British

India. OO



