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Re-vitalising Indian Diaspora

Dr. Biswajit Choudhury

) .A High Level Committee on Indian Diaspora was appointed by the
Ministry of External Affairs in September, 2000 with the approval of the
then Prime Minister to recommend a broad and flexible policy framework
after reviewing the status, needs and role of the People of Indian Origin
(PIOs) and Non-Resident Indians (NRIs). The Committee was formed under
the Chairmanship of Dr. L. M. Singhvi, Member of Parliament (MP) and
former High Commissioner of India to the UK.
 The Committee submitted its Report to the Prime Minister of India
lfn January 8, 2002 recommending measures to resolve the problems that
fzcefi by the NRIs and the PIOs and to evolve country specific plans for

Iging a mutually beneficial relationship and fore facilitating their interaction
z:nd participation in India's economic development. The High Level

ommittee on the Indian Diaspora (HLCID) had extensively dealt with the
‘I:)Ontemporary context of Indian Diaspora in most of the countries where
w‘??}l:le of Indian Origin have their significant presence and has come out
¢ " several recommendations for the consideration of the government and

€It implementation.
marklrll)d“d’. a three day meet was the beginning (on January 9, 2003) to
sel ravasi Bharatiya Divas or Indian Expatriates Day. January 9th was
elected because Mahatma Gandhi had returned to India on this day after
;nal.]y years of stay in South Africa. This was the first ever event in which
n-dJ a officially interacted with its 20 million (now 25 million) strong

iaspora from all over the world to revitalise ethnic and cultural bon’ds.. '
thr, Etymologically the term Diaspora is derived from Greek Word dia
SQ; Ugh) and 'speiro’ (to scatter). Literally, the meaning of Diaspora 1s
. ering or dispersion. It was originally mentioned in the cor}text of Jews
" Jewish communist scattered in exile outside Palestine. During the later
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The Second Wave of Indian emigration began during the middle of
20th century towards the developed countries like Britain, the USA, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand. Those who migrated during this phase hailed
from urban middle class families and were well educated and professionally
trained. They form the New Diaspora and maintain close ties with the
places of their origin. This migration is also called ‘migration of talent’ or
more familiarly called as ‘Brain Drain'.

The Third Wave of emigration of the Indians to the West Asian countries
is basically oriented to labour and servicing occupations on a contract basis.
Following the oil boom of the mid-1970s, the Middle East has witnessed
a massive induction of the South Asian workers. Here the need for skilled
South Asian workers during the 1960s and early 1970s has been eclipsed
by the recruitment for skilled labour since 1980s. There are more than two
million Indians in West Asia. The year 1973, experienced the beginning of
the rapidly increasing demand for expatriate labour in oil exporting countries
of the Gulf and North-Africa.

Migration of Software Engineers to the Western Countries, the USA in
Particular which occurred in a significant way during the last decade of the
20th century, forms the Fourth Wave of Indian emigration. They are considered
to be the cream of India, trained in her premier educational institutions such
as IITs, IIMs and Universities. They are highly mobile and keep very close
contact with India in terms of socio-economic and political interests.

The Government of India was lukewarm to the issues of overseas Indians
until it realized the potential of the New Diaspora or NRIs who immigrated
after independence to the advanced Countries. They came from the middle
class elite families who are highly skilled groups of Professionals, Scientists,
Doctors and Engineers. The NRIs were encouraged to invest in India through
Certain attractive schemes such as Resurgent Indian Bond (RIB) and they were
Welcomed to launch industrial enterprises along with Transfer of Technology.

The People of Indian Origin Card was launched by Ministr).r of
Home Affairs in March 1999 to reinforce the emotional bonds of Indians
who have made other countries their home but who now have a ycarnin.g
' renew their ties with the land of their origin. According to this
Scheme the Peoples of Indian Origin upto the Fourth Generation sf:tfled
anywhere in the world (except for a few specified countri.es.) are ehgnb!e
0 avail themselves this facility. The foreign spouse of a citizen of I!.ldla
or PIO would also be covered under this scheme. This scheme entails a
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period of six months. Dual Citizenship does not refer voting rights. As
per the amended law, Persons of Indian Origin who were Indian citizens
of Australia, Canada, Finland, France, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, the
Netherland, New Zealand, Portugal, Cyprus, Sweden, Switzerland, the
UK and the USA are eligible to apply for dual citizenship. The
announcement by the then Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh extends
dual citizenship to all PIOs who migrated from India after January 26,
1950. It addresses a major anomaly that restricted dual citizenship to
principally developed Western Nations. The citizenship (Amendment)
Act now needs to amend further because the previous list specified 16
Nations only. Taxation laws applying to dual citizens are similar to those
applicable to the Non-Resident Indians. Dual taxation avoidance
agreements signed by India with other countries are also applicable.
However, any persons who has been at any time a citizen of Pakistan,
?angladesh or any other country that the Union Government may notify
in future is not entitled to dual citizenship.

It is a path breaking initiative that the Government of India has
undertaken to recognise the presence of 25 million strong Indian Diaspora
and to formulate new policies for building enduring linkages between India
and the Indian Diaspora. The High Level Committee on Indian Diaspora
had done a monumental task in arriving at detailed recommendations.

Indian Diaspora Community has a significant role in guiding affairs
fmd bi-lateral relations of Government of India. Due to the effective presence
in the US business, space and other activities persuade healthy relation,
favourable trade, defence tie ups, military and economic joint ventures. The
concept of 'Na Raha Indian' has also transformed.

The route of globalization and density of time and space, following
the phenomenal advancement in the technologies of transport and
¢ommunication has given rise to closer interaction between communities
displaced across the world in different countries. These developments have
a‘f"-elefc’:ltf:d already existing networks between the new Diaspora and their
kith and kin in the places of the origin. The old Indian Diaspora, which
has lost it roots, is yet to realise closer interaction with the mother land.

he new policy initiative taken by the Government of India provides a
New shape to establish and promote linkages between India and her

D-
1aspora for mutual advancement.
kK
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