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o t.h? language issue and the predominance of the Bengalis in the
administration has remained as a paranoid for the Assamese middle class.
Therefore many scholars like Gohain himself call this insecurity as a hangover
ff;rlom the colonial past which has continued even today. The scenario has
re:::irt:\’:rsefled with the Fontinued immigratio.n which. has the nat}1ral
I ontinue and the failure of the 3D (detection, deletion, deportation)
i: icy because of which the sub- nationalist sentiments strengthen by the
Hsam Movement seemed to transform into unconscious fascist tendencies.
ar:nr: alo?g with the age old questions like amount of migration, vErhy they
© migrating, how they can be stopped from coming many of which have
322 T:prr::::eﬁ significance due to alternative ir}tcrpretations: many newer
Movemen; s ave also brought some new t.hmkmg to this p.opulatlc;ln
conditiong f(‘) ;s to concern to the human side of it, to enquire to the
of the ethn(i) the Immigrants as well as t.h.c tend.encms ?f commfmahsa.n.on
issue, ¢ sentiments due to the political mishandling of this sensitive
'Stog 'sif;tio'n is a COI"lStaflt thread 'that has bcfcn runnir?g through human
of people frcnmes dominating, sometfmes low-lying. T:he history of m'o‘:n};:
importanceor;.1 one pl.aCe to another is as old as the hlstory. of mankind. The
Culture, ecO: migration in the evolution of the world-—- its pcc?pli;.soa?tz'i
Phases of omy to the present global labour rr‘larkct through its 1sfcl>.r1:;1
indUstriaJisatcionquest’_ colonialism, slavery, indenture, mercan&tl 1sth;
Creation of on, fofdls{n, can h.ardly be overstated. Thus even 2 er th
of modern narion state in the 18th and 19th centuries with their

€iined b
<d borders, people have continued to move from one country t another.
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3 movements of 'refugees, migrants and internally displaced persons' have
become, thus, one of the defining characteristics of the post - Second World
War global order. Mass population displacements are on the increase. The
phenomenon remains seemingly unaffected by the end of the cold war, .end
of history, rise of regionalism, and a resurgence of nationalism. If anythl.ng,
those who had predicted the final victory of liberalism backed by a benign
State, economic prosperity and economic integration, are now terrified by
the ‘coming anarchy’, which according to the people like Robert D. Kap!an,
Paul Harrison, will be most signified by 'break up of nations under the tidal
,ﬂ°w of refugees from environmental and social disaster’ (Samaddar: 1299)-
ars will be fought over scarce resources, especially water, and war itself
Lwil become] continuous with crime, as armed bands of stateless marauders
clash with the private security forces of the elites' (Kaplan: 1994). In other
Words, trans-border population flux is being increasingly viewed as a ch.al]el:lgc
‘0 the neo-liberal world order - a challenge that originates from a combination
of *echnological change, environmental degradation, ethnic unrest and
“Mographic growth (Samaddar: 1999).
e iSsueg of cross- border migration in South Asia, if should be clclzlu
3, involves the jssue of whole range of rights. But as with regard to the
Oher dimensions of migration, the question of rights too has to be. seen in
the Specific context of South Asia. Since migration in South Asia is an
crsemble of communal, economic, historical and environmental ele.mcn}tls,
€ Specific situation of the region becomes important. A study like the
Present one, dealing with trans-border migration from Bangladesh to Assafn,
erefore could not lose sight of the perspective- how nation- state bounda;:z
[}?ve been drawn and subsequently made rigid, cutting in.to secparat;l Enity
n  Ststwhile collective existence of communities in the region. lf:m e
“Works, not unnaturally, have revived and expanded much in the se

ansplangeq networks' (Yans: 1990).

Conte“ of the stud
Lhe movememy'of immigrant population from eas.t.Bcngal m.theti[:)r;
Partftlon ays was not only economic but also political. Immfgrjar "
ﬂrtlculaﬂy of the Muslims from east Bengal into Assam began mindagrs
: Mbers from the beginning of the 20th century. In 1911, the ZamBen g’
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help groups and due to the investment of the foreign donors, a large section
of Bangladesh population are engaged. The preliminary studies haye sbown
that the districts like Sylhet, Mymensingh, Rangpur, comilla etc are historically
the bases from where huge chunk of migrants are coming from. The fact
that these districts are the most backward areas of Bangladesh has been the
cause of this influx. Again since Brahmaputra is easily accessible to cross the
tiver border hence the immigrants take this route to migrate to other develop‘ed
cities of India and outside like Gulf, Singapore etc. additionally the stcml
Connections and linkages are playing a big role today in this connection.
The 2001 census report of Assam has shown that Cachar, D?xubn,
Goalpara, Barpeta, Nagaon etc.-these districtshave highest concentration .of
Mmigran populations. The task of the study would be to see the. efonomlc,
social and political problems faced by these districts due to this influx of
Bangladesh; immigrants. The research will also analyse the dilemma of the
Assamese Muslims at a time when the immigrant Muslims have outnumbered
.them; their image and insecurities in the face of communalisix'ag the whole
'Ssue along with combining security dimensions along with all these
developments, o
Looking at the migratory pattern and background from the hnsfonca:‘
S€quences, the phenomena of movement of people in the eastern side o
Indian subcontinent can be explained through different perspectives and
cories at different junctions. It is well known that the present .north—
®3Stern states have been the destination of various streams of migrants
Originating from different parts of the subcontinent even during the post
'ndep endence period. To start the story from the British period, the exsenston
of the British rule to the region necessitated the influx of populatlf)n ‘fOI’
fUnning the administration; the expansion of the tea cultivation, CXPIOItaU:})ln
>! Mineral and forest resources for commercial interests necesgtated lt:
“MPortation of large number of persons from other parts of India to W:;
% tea garden labourers, a class of landless labourers being absent in the

“Blon (Saikia, Goswami, Goswami: 2003).
Here this aspect of migration can be explained through concept Aoﬁs Eﬁl
ors because newly emerging opportunities were c.ommg up in he;eb);
AN the formulation of considering migrants as capital constant W ”
carch for cheap and exploitable labour force rules the present sy;ticm o
mtematiOHal division of labour, hence this Marxist unc?crstz.m ::;gthe
Mlovement of population can also be fitted in this era of migrauon

faCto
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North East India.
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to the Ravenstein's Law of Migration which states that migration occurs in
stages and in wave like motion.

However the concept of 'place of utility’ still remains valid as many
choose to settle down in Assam rather than moving ahead for more and
better opportunities. In 1990s with the coming of the structural adjustment
policy in the subcontinent the pattern of migration has also changed. The
fact that, many villagers in different parts of Bangladesh have moved to
many developed states rather than India shows the relevance of the Cost-
Benefit model along with the Equilibrium model which is based on the
‘perfect information' guarantee of various opportunities. Thus the above
analysis is an attempt to see how migration can be analysed from different
vantage points. The aim is to theorise in this research project, most empirically,

¢ immigration pattern of Bangladeshis into Assam in the post 1971 period
with special emphasis on the post Structural Adjustment era in this
subcontinent. Since the Marxian approach has not been attempted much so
far, so the present study is an attempt to fill this gap to certain extent. In
the era of free economy and open boundary, it will be interesting to see the
relevance or irrelevance of the Marxian perspective to migration and especially
between the two developing countries of Asia, both of which have accepted
the reformation of its economic policies.

The literature available on the subject is widespread and its selective
review

The study on migration though a vastly covered area, still there is
Scope to cover many unexplored areas. For instance, the issue of migration
of Bangladeshi people to India's north-eastern states, West-Bengal and other
Places are not theorised enough to have practical solutions to the problem.
Rather than seeing it as a law and order problem, no attempt has been made
to see the peculiar human issues in this part of the globe because of which
they are in a continuous movement, of course causing living problems for
the inhabitants of the host places. However there are of course works which
are seminal on this burning issue touching on various dimensions.

As per the requirement of this study, the work of E.S. Lee's A Theory
of Migration deals extensively on the different theories related to human
Migration in a historical perspective. It has tried to explore various perspectives
to look at migration and explain it in terms of Equilibrium verses structural
th¢Ories, Spatio-temporal model, Gravity model, Push-Pull model,

1271
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changes and problems mainly political to the people of north-eastern India,
but it has been and would remain a natural phenomenon in case of this
reason due to historical and geographic reasons. This perspective would help
the present work tremendously to contextualise the present pattern of
migration historically. In the book Population Growth in Assam from 1951-
1991 by Anil Saikia, Homeswar Saikia and Atul Goswami, there is an
estimation of the volume and trend of population growth in Assam during
1951-1991 with special focus on the migration. It seeks to put at rest the
wild speculations regarding the volume of migration made by different
interest groups to their convenience. The book would be of special significance
o the research due to its huge pile of scientific database against many wild
Speculations. The research work by immigrant Assamese writer Ismail
Hussain's National life of Assam and Immigrant Assamese Muslims basically
deals with the history of migrating Muslims to Assam and their life and
living after their sectlement with special reference to the process ‘of
assimilation. The writer emphasised on Assamese nationality formation which
¢ commented still continuing through the process of assimilation.

Apart from these the reaction of the indigenous people of India and
flifferent political parties a well as pressure groups also needed to be looked
tnto. The edited book 'Nationality Question in Assam' by Abu Nasser Syed
Ahmed js 5 very significant attempt in this regard. The book basically deals
.With some of the debates that took place in 1980s revolving around the
5sue of rationality of the Assam Movement that occurred because ?f the
berceived threat on Assamese nationality by the influx of thousands ?f illegal
migrants to Assam. The articles in the book are basically covering two

iame“ica”y opposite views, one supporting the rationale, strategy and
flature of the movement and the other attempted at exposing the intolerant
and chauvinjstic dimension of it imperilling the basic foundation of .thc
“Omposite society of Assam. The articles written by Amalendu Guha, Hiren
Gohain’ Udayan Misra, Tilottama Misra, Gail Omvedt and Sanjib ?f’""‘h
Provided many new dimensions of the problem of migration while cnnc‘:allY
€18aging with the whole genre of the Assam Movement. Some of t-he articles
250 focus on the stand and role of many important political parties on the
e of immigration and the movement. .
. Hlonestly speaking the debates compiled in the bo.ok have given 32
'"Slght to have an alternative view of the whole migration issue of Assam a.n
© see in degaj] if any particular perspective could give proper understanding

1291
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