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Notion of Spaceor Imagination of
Space in Migration Study
Disha Choudhury

The process of migration has implications upon multiple aspects in
society. Although there has been discussions about the impact of migra-
tion on culture, economy and politics yet the information is still very less.
Concept of migration has affected imagination of political space. Migra-
tion is the movement of a person or a group of people, to settle in another
Place, often across a political or administrative boundary. Migration hap-
pens for a range of reasons. Migration can be both internal and external.
Internal migration tends to be travel for education and for economic
improvement or because of a natural disaster or civil disturbances. The
process remains understudied, undermeasured, and misunderstood. It leads
t0 a major force redistributing the population. While, external migration
is when a person moves from one country to another. It mainly refers to
those who have been found to have migrated into or out of the Demo-
graphic Surveillance Area and is distinct from internal migration of regis-
tered members remaining within the DSA. External migration can happen
for many reasons just like internal based on economic, social, political and
environment.

Post modern critical theories like Edward Soja have contested the ap-
parent depoliticised nature of space. Instead, scholars like Soja has sought
to look into the political characteristics of space as a geographical category.
Inherently, in the idea of spaces is also the imagery of "boundary”. "Space”
is the territorial arena in which citizens can claim their citizenship and affect
governance processes. These spaces for participation are not neutral, but are
themselves moulded by power relations, which both surround and enter
them. Using the idea of boundary, power is understood "as the network of
social boundaries that delimit fields of possible actions". Consequently, politics
shapes the various imagination related to spatiality.
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names in the NRC thereafter making the states immigrants free. Inclusion
will be a shield against harassment and a ticket to enjoying all the consti-
tutional rights and safeguards and the benefits of government schemes.
(Though the announcement of NRC has divided civil society and public
opinion vertically. The members of the civil society and political opinion
have pointed out that the exercise itself was faulty and the rhetoric that
pushed it was divisive in nature. It has disrupted relationships and forced
people and organisations to revisit old colonial debates about autonomy and
social justice). And in order to be a citizen of India, one need to be a
registered citizen of Assam through the process of NRC. Consequently, as
Anupama Roy has pointed out NRC has introduced a notion of hyphenated
Fitizenship. While earlier, everyone could just be Indian citizens, now that
is no longer sufficient. Rather, one needs to first become an Assamese citizen
by being included in the NRC before the person could make claim to be
Indian. Thus, the NRC has introduced the notion of chronological space
?threin first, one's ancestry needs to be traced back to an Assamese pedigree
in order to be a citizen of Assam and thereafter, only if one is a part of NRC,
Assam, then only the person can claim his belongingness to the larger
Indian national space.
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